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The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
 

To promote excellence in Tasmania’s products and resources through exhibition and education  

 

Our Values 
 

We value: 
Agriculture, heritage and the environment 
Competitive advantage through knowledge, training and demonstration 
Customer service and community partnerships 
Our staff and our volunteers 
Our sponsors and our exhibitors  
Leadership through innovation and reward 
The involvement of youth  
Diligence, accuracy and fair judgement 

 

Our History 
 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania traces its history back to 1821 when a group of residents 
of Van Diemen’s Land corresponded with the Official Secretary and gained approval for the             
establishment of a Society for the protection of animals. Thus Tasmania has the distinction of being 
the first colony in Australia to form an Agricultural Society when the “Van Diemen’s Land Agricultural         
Society” was formed in Hobart Town on 1st    January 1822. The first show was conducted in January 
1822, in the Old Market Place, just in front of the present State Parliament House.  This makes the 
Royal Hobart Show the oldest Show still operating in Australia and possibly the world. 
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President’s Report 

In my second year as President I must thank my fellow Board members for 
their guidance and support in achieving what is possibly the single biggest 
milestone in our near 200 year history, the sale of Bunnings.  The outcome 
from the sale puts RAST in its strongest ever financial position after     
struggling for years to meet increasing costs from a decaying asset base.  
The decision was not made lightly and a tremendous amount of research, 
effort and discussion went into making it.  Our bank, property advisers, real 
estate agents, legal advisers and our CEO worked collaboratively to achieve 
what was an outstanding result that has set benchmarks nationally in terms 
of similar sales. 
 
The new found fiscal position provides a new dawn for the organisation 
and we have established an investment fund to be managed by a local company, GDA Financial, to generate       
revenue to support our cash flow and grow the investment funds.  It also enables RAST to take advantage of       
opportunities if they arise and the Board believes they are in the best interests of the Society. 
 
With this new found wealth we now find ourselves at a crossroad in terms of our future direction and position   
including location.  We have a well-established Master Plan which articulates the development of a major events 
precinct on our current site supported by some commercial developments. That vision was aspirational and long 
term as the investment needed was well beyond our then capacity.  In many ways it still is but we are much better 
positioned as a result of the recent gains. 
 
However other developments in the immediate vicinity have captured the Boards attention and we must now look 
to see how they evolve before recommitting to the current direction.  The potential sale of the Derwent                
Entertainment Centre and Wilkinsons Point could result in a major threat to our current strategy or, possibly,     
present an opportunity to embrace that site as part of it.  There is a lot of work to be done to help inform such a 
decision but the Board believes we must look at all options thoroughly in order to assess if the current master plan 
needs revisiting. 
 
The State Government commitment for $1.5 million remains on the table and we have recently been negotiating 
the grant deed to support that.  Clearly though the issues mentioned above need to be resolved before we get too 
far down that track. 
 
The proposed Spotlight development is currently in the planning approvals process and it is our expectation that it 
will be given the green light in the not too distant future.  Therefore we are planning the 2019 Royal Hobart Show 
as if the construction is already underway.  This is necessitating some significant changes and I’d like to thank those 
committees impacted by this for their ongoing cooperation and support in making the best of the situation. 
 
The Royal Hobart Show itself, like most other Shows around Australia, requires a major revamp if it is to continue 
to remain relevant and sustainable.  In 2021 we will celebrate 200 years of showing and we remain committed to 
delivering this historic and iconic event.  However, we must recognise that it needs a renaissance and our challenge 
is to give it that makeover while preserving the most important and relevant parts.  It remains our main reason for 
being and we are passionate about keeping it alive and vibrant. 
 
The same approach is also being gradually applied to our food and wine shows in an effort to ensure they don’t get 
left behind and may one day provide a foundation for a produce extravaganza that forms the centrepiece of the 
Royal Hobart Show. 
 
The Board have also determined to invest more heavily into our staffing resources.  The Board recognises the   
enormous load that has been carried by our CEO over the past decade and has approved funds to employ a range 
of new skills. New positions of Accounts Manager and Business Development Manager have been created and the 
Operations Manager role has had a makeover.  In doing this the Board is looking to the future and deliberately   
resourcing the organisation to grow and become more profitable. 
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President’s Report continued…. 

As you can see we’ve made some great strides in the recent year but in many respects we face even greater      

challenges in the immediate future.  We must determine and set a new course based on the best available          

information and data that we can access taking into account a number of internal and external factors. Some     

renewal will be needed and further change is inevitable.  Our institution and our Show are probably the oldest   

surviving cultural institution and event in Australia, and possibly further afield, so we must endure and ensure a 

future for both that remains relevant and prosperous.  We can only achieve that if we all work together and       

harness the complete capabilities of all of you who continue to support us. 

Peter Spotswood, President 

CEO Report 
Our balance sheet may never have looked so good but the fiscal challenges of   

running the Society remain ever present. The Bunnings sale has helped  enormous-

ly but it is imperative that this windfall is invested for the longer term gain.     

Therefore the business model remains a challenge and the Royal Hobart Show in 

particular. 

In an effort to combat this expenditure has been stripped back where we can and 

investments are being made into income generating activities.  We are currently 

experiencing approximately 90% occupancy outside of Show due to a determined 

effort to lease our buildings.  We are trialling new activities like the Showground 

Bounce Around inflatable park running until the end of the July 2019 school holidays.  We are working with both 

the wine and food committees to increase profitability and are laying the ground work for some new and exciting 

competitions.  With the assistance of Richard Dax and Madison Gadd we have also completely reviewed our     

sponsorship approach and offering for all events.  This has already started to bear fruit with First National Real Es-

tate signing on as presenting partner for the 2019 Royal Hobart Show. 

The site remains challenging as it continues to age but on the upside we have been able to progress a significant 

upgrade of the administration building thanks to the Tasmanian Community Fund which includes a new roof,     

upgraded internal roof, new windows, new blinds and new kitchens which we hope to complete prior to the 2019 

Show.  We have also installed permanent power infrastructure to new areas in the Motorhome Park which will   

alleviate the need for some of our older power boxes.  The lawn area outside of the market pavilion has been    

resurfaced ready for the kennel competition this year.  Our security and access control systems continue to be    

upgraded and replaced.  The pending Spotlight development will remove a significant proportion of our older 

buildings and provide an opportunity to upgrade our existing mains water supply from Howard Rd as well as the 

dedicated fire hydrant line.  This development should also provide a new access road off Howard Rd between   

Spotlight and Bunnings and deliver us a better parking facility just inside the main gate. 

All things being equal we are planning to commence construction of the new pavilion parallel to the Brooker     

Highway in between the 2019 and 2020 shows subject to further Board decisions as outlined by the President in 

his report.  This new multipurpose event space will provide for a myriad of uses including those that already exist 

on site as well as a suite of exciting new possibilities. 

The recent announcement of some significant funding from the newly elected Federal Government for agricultural 

shows across Australia was most welcome news. I feel it vindicates the establishment of the Agricultural Shows of 

Australia (ASA) as a single national body to represent all shows across the country.  As a Board member of ASA, I 
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know personally of the efforts of the President, Mr Rob Wilson from RASWA, in securing that funding.                 

Consequently there will soon be some $30 odd million available for a range of initiatives around agricultural shows. 

The homelessness issue continued to dominate the media throughout the entire year.  We were forced to           

discontinue our efforts in supporting those less fortunate due to the pressures on our own staff and resources but 

remain proud of our efforts in doing what we could.  The public support was overwhelming and testament to the 

good standing in which the Society is held within the community. 

Our new point of sale and accounting software has performed well and this year we upgraded with 20 new and  

current model Ipads which can also be used for the food and wine show results entry process.  They provide for a 

flexible and mobile solution for both point of sale and data entry. 

Our partnership with Gravitas Energy has starting producing some excellent results from our new solar farm.  As 

well as receiving close to $100,000 in trading certificate income we have slashed our power bills by between $6000 

and $7000 per month.  Having financed the system over 10 years we are already cash flow positive and are set for 

even greater savings moving forward.  We will continue to work with Gravitas and related companies moving     

forward to realise even more opportunities as they roll out the Sustainable Tas energy cooperative and their new 

power retailer, G Power, in Tasmania. 

Our Motorhome Park has again performed well this year with a maximum occupancy experienced during the 

Wooden Boat Festival weekend in February.  As previously mentioned demand for our buildings is also at an          

all-time high with only the Police Station and the rabbit pavilion now available.  The Sunday Market remains an   

important income stream with Bakers Café having had an overhaul and a steady number of both stallholders and 

patrons attending throughout the year.  The venue hire business has also experienced a slight boost with the      

addition of a dedicated staff member to manage it.  We continue to trial and experiment with new events and this 

will be significantly enhanced with the addition of the new facility planned. 

Unexpected repairs and maintenance remain a constant challenge but with the new developments and an          

increased maintenance regime we are starting to overcome a lot of the legacy issues on site.  There is no doubt 

that the site is now far more valuable in terms of its actual value, strategic position, potential use, access and    

parking availability than it has ever been.  We have proven that we can extract a much greater return if we take a 

more strategic approach and longer term view.  We have also shown that the burden of maintenance doesn’t need 

to be ours alone and we will continue to identify opportunities to address these issues with the assistance of      

others. 

Finally I must thank the Board for having the confidence in myself and being not afraid to make the hard decisions 

to achieve the best possible results for the 

Society.  It hasn’t been an easy road and there 

have been many willing to attempt to distract 

us from this journey along the way.  We have, 

however, made significant gains and actually 

reversed what was a very   uncertain future to 

one that is viable and full of opportunity.  I 

would also like to thank all of our members, 

committees, Councillors and volunteers who 

have also allowed us to take them on this   

journey with us and supported me personally 

throughout it. 

Scott Gadd, CEO 
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Audit Chair’s Report 

We are now moving into the second year of our new accounting system and 
after 12 months of operation we identified a few changes required to enable 
a more streamlined and efficient reporting system.  These changes have been 
made for this year.  We are very pleased with the new point of sale system 
and the detailed reports available from that system.  We recently invested in 
20 new Ipads to further enhance the capability and flexibility of our point of 
sale        network. 
 
Financially the biggest impact last year came from the sale of the Bunnings 
lease through auction in December 2018.  We incurred marketing and       
commission costs on the sale which hadn’t been budgeted for but the final result vindicated that strategy with a 
much better than expected return. Consequently we cleared our debts and have invested approximately $9.3     
million in a range of investments managed by local company GDA Financial.  This followed an exhaustive process by 
the Board to   determine the best fit for our Society and also the best returns possible within our agreed risk profile.  
We are pleased to partner with a local organisation on this investment strategy and are confident they will deliver 
the results we require. 
 
The balance sheet improved by approximately $8.3 million as a direct consequence of the Bunnings lease sale.    
Current Assets remained on par with the previous year having pre-paid our insurance this year rather than finance 
it through a broker. Our fixed assets depreciated mainly due to the land sale. Total Liabilities improved by               
approximately $3.5 million due to the loan being paid down. 
 
Most business units performed well against budget.  The motor home park enjoyed a good year financially and was 
boosted by the wooden boat festival as expected.  This remains an important business unit in terms of both cash 
flow and overall profitability.  Tenancies came in slightly better than budget due to the leasing of some additional 
buildings.  Obviously we also lost the Bunnings rent at year end but we expect this to be replaced by the investment 
income that will now be generated. The food and wine shows suffered slightly from reduced entries.  Venues and 
other events performed very well with sponsorship of other events ensuring they were profitable when they        
otherwise may not have been.  The Sunday market results were on par with last year and it too remains important 
for cash flow and profitability. 
 
The Royal Hobart Show continues to present some financial challenges.  Gates, space and sponsorship all suffered 
this year.  The Board continue to work on the rejuvenation of this event but we acknowledge that it will take time 
and a considerable effort to turn it around.  However we remain committed to delivering it.  The weather in 2018 
was one of the major problems and we can’t control that.  The areas that we can such as space and sponsorship we 
have already embarked on a concerted campaign to resolve with the addition of new resources dedicated to driving 
new business in those areas.  The overall Show result was improved by constraining costs and this remains a crucial 
strategy as we move forward and hopefully will allow for greater investment in the parts of the Show that will     
actually attract patrons through the gates. 
 
During the year the Society invested in a 200 kilowatt solar system which came on line toward the end of the       
financial year.  The results were very encouraging for the final 2 months of the year with savings generated in the 
$5-7000 range and overall a cash flow positive result for each month of approximately $1500 per month after     
financing costs.  This has not only saved on electricity expenses but it has given us a buffer against rising power   
prices due to the way the contract with our supplier is structured. 
 
As you can see it has been a momentous year financially with some extraordinary wins however the challenges   
remain in relation to the aging infrastructure and shaping the Show into something more relevant into the future.  
I’d like to thank my Audit Committee which has risen to the many challenges presented this year and also the Board 
for their ongoing support and faith in our committee.  The Society is finally in a position of strength and we are   
determined to ensure it remains that way. 
 
Russell Cripps, Audit Chair & Company Secretary 



 

 

2018 BBX Royal Hobart Show  
This year the RAST trialled a three day show – starting on the public holiday    
Thursday (Oct: 25) and culminating on the Saturday. 

The move followed a review which showed declining crowds on the Show   
Wednesday – the first day of the Show. This was due to changes in the school    
holiday schedule, and increasing transport costs which mitigated against organised 
school visits. 

However, the move was only designed as a trial, and after evaluating the outcomes, the Society decided to revert 
to a four day show in 2019. The three day model showed that if weather is inclement there is less opportunity to 
make up for lost revenue. 

This year, weather was generally kind but the Saturday saw a forecast for bad weather. This affected crowd    
attendances on the day although the bad weather failed to materialise. Crowd numbers were very strong on Show 
Thursday and Friday. 

This year, given the complexity of running the Show, two Show managers were appointed to assist the CEO. Simone 
Hayers and Dwayne Schubert ably took on multiple tasks to ensure the smooth running of the Show, even though 
Dwayne was on red alert for the birth of his first child.   

As a new concept, the 2019 Show introduced Community Friday – reflecting the fact that the Show is a community 
event – largely organised by community volunteers, and showcasing the achievements of the community in         
everything from farming to needle work and art. 

On Community Friday discount access to the Show was offered to groups such as disability organisations, child care 
organisations, aged care facilities, and even Scouts and Guides groups. 

Eligible organisations received a $10 flat entry fee on Friday, and where carers were required – such as disability 
groups – their entry was free. A special drop-off and pick-up zone was established just outside the main entrance 
gates for people with mobility issues. 

The Show also hosted a very successful visit by an aged care home in the days leading up to the Show. Visitors were 
able to witness the bumping in at the Animal Nursery, talk to senior staff and volunteers, and socialise with baby 
animals. As a trial, the Society believes it is worth adopting this program in future years.  

Page 1 The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania  Page 5 



 

 

Entries 

It was pleasing to see a strong entry level for Show activities 
and competitions in 2018.  

Both Youth Art and Student Photography saw major        
increases in numbers and quality of entries. Beef cattle saw 
entries up from 116 in 2017 to 243 in 2018. Art on Show 
received 240 entries which is the second highest entry level 
on record.  

The Kennels section had 681 entries, 149 more than in 
2017, and wood chopping received 599 entries, 27 more 
than the previous year. Other results of note included: 

Home Crafts entries totaled 461, up 88 on 2017.  Poultry, Pigeons and Caged Birds rebounded with 650 entries, up 
184 on 2017 when a virus meant pigeons could not be entered. 

Entertainment 

While the three day show enjoyed a program of entertainment and events that 
were common to all three days, each day also featured activities which were    
exclusive to that day. 

On exhibition was a woolen wedding dress which captivated public imagination 
in the USA and won it a major American award. 

The Eljay Freestyle Entertainment show: proved to be a crowd pleaser with     
motorcycle and bicycle trials stunts.. 

A big year for the Kennels section with Japanese judge Mr Yuji Yatake flying in for the event.  

Australia’s only Wirehaired Slovakian Pointer was on show. It’s from a recently recognized gundog breed              
developed in Slovakia. 

Kids’ painting activities were a hit once again.   

Borys Zagrocki’s BMX trials show wowed audiences, while sword swallower Samora Squid was also popular in the 
Art Pavilion.  

The Pandara Kelpies provided a very 
entertaining and educational insight 
into working dogs. 

Showgoers were invited to judge the 
weight of Satin, the biggest Holstein 
bull in Tasmania. Satin came from the 
Green Glory Stud at Broadmarsh. 

Then there was also a Strongman com-
petition, whip-cracking championships, 
miniature horses and miniature goats, 
an Australian Defence Force exhibition, 
and  virtual farm and virtual reality pad-
dock-to-plate experiences.  
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Eljay Driessen Freestyle Entertainment  

FARM VR, virtual farm display 
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Legend of the Show 
 

A highlight of the Royal Hobart Show each year is the                      

announcement at a Vice-Regal luncheon of the annual Legend of the 

Show. The 2018 recipient was David Skinner, whose first                

connections with the Show stretch back to 1946 when, as a Hutchins 

student, he was a Junior Steward at the Show. 

 

David went on to join the Society’s Council, and then went on to   

become the President. In fact, he served in this capacity twice. He 

remains on the Council and is also a member of the RAST Board   

responsible for the running of the Society.   

 

He continues to be chairman of the Commercial Cattle Section and 

it’s worth noting in this day and age that David’s work with the     

Society is entirely on a voluntary basis. 

 

RAST Life Membership 
The Vice Regal luncheon also saw a Life Membership bestowed on Barry Ellims who retired at the 

2018 Society AGM as Councillor, Board Director, Company Secretary and Chair of the Audit and   

Finance Committee.  

His involvement stretches back to 1974 when he first became involved through breeding and showing dogs,         

particularly Norwegian Elkhounds.  His decision to retire was driven by a desire to make way for new blood to      

enable the Society to position itself for the challenges ahead.   

Outstanding Family Achievement: 

Bowden Family 
Another award announced during Show Thursday was the            

Outstanding Family Achievement. The Bowden family has been    

exhibiting at the Royal Hobart Show for three generations            

commencing with RV ‘Major’ Bowden followed by Richard and now 

Scott.  They have exhibited Merino and    

Corriedale sheep and in in recent times 

fleece. 

2018 Royal  Hobart Show Facebook Statistics 
For the month of October 2018, the Royal Hobart Showgrounds Facebook Page saw the following statistical highlights:  
 

 The page reached a total of 404,999 people during the month of October 
 (This figure includes paid and organic links to the Facebook page. It also includes returning visitors) 

 The page and its content (posts made by the page) had a total engagement of 37,629 people during the month of 
October 

 The page reached 157,093 unique users (people who have not yet seen our page).  

 The posts made by the page, reached 86,356 unique users (people who have not yet seen our page) 

 Our main form of post interaction was ‘click’ (a click is made by a user to either to respond to a post or  view a photo 
or video etc). During October, the page click interaction was 25,276. The estimated average click interaction per post 
was approximately 300 

 With no surprises, our most trafficked demographic were females, aged between 25 to 44 

Her Excellency, The  Hon Prof Kate Warner 
presents David Skinner with the top award  

Her Excellency, The Hon Prof Kate Warner along with RAST President,   
Peter Spotswood, presents an outstanding achievement award to the 

Bowden family 



 

 

Artery Art on Show 
Hobart Show week commenced with the announcement of winners in the Artery Art on Show – believed to be the 
biggest annual community art exhibition in Tasmania. 

Professional and recreational artists contributed to the exhibition which carries $10,000 in prizes and is now more 
than 30 years old.   

2018 saw some 240 entries which is the second highest entry field on record. When combined with the associated 
youth art and youth photography exhibitions, total entries in these events topped 600. 

Accomplished miniaturist artist Joan Humble OAM was the guest at the announcement of winners. Overall winner 
was Jen Duhig for her work, Dessaix Days. Overall runner-up was Felicia Lowe for Journey Series – Way Out West. 

There are five sections in the competition: Work in Oil and/or Acrylic; Work in Water Media; Drawing and other 
media; Miniatures; and Photography.  

Winners in the Youth Art and Student Photography Competition - there were 402 entries compared to 293 last year 
– were also announced during the Show. 
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Overall Winner - Jen Duhig - Dessaix Days RAST Board Prize - Best Agricultural Theme 
Brian Looker - Composed Dignity 

Media Support 
 

Again this year, media support for the Show achieved positive coverage on radio, television and in newspaper 
Early General News sections, including front page coverage. 
 
Social media was also used extensively. The Showground’s Facebook site and web site were both very busy 
platforms for informing show goers and interacting with them.  



 

 

2018 Royal Hobart Wine Show 
Tasmanian wines performed well in the 2018 Royal Hobart Wine Show. 
Pressing Matters won most successful Tasmanian Exhibitor; Bream 
Creek Pinot Noir won Best Tasmanian Wine, and Bay of Fires won Best 
Pinot Wine of Provenance. 

A judging panel of wine experts from around Australia and from Japan 
assessed some 1,600 different wines. Japanese judge Yoshiko Takahashi proved to be a very popular new addition 
to the judging panel, and the decision to bring forward the Wine Show so as not to clash with the National Wine 
Show in November proved no stumbling block to entries – or their quality. 

Chief Judge, Sue Bell, said the experience of the judging panel was very positive. She said since the boom in        
vineyard plantings in the 1990s a strong era of quality vineyard production was now emerging. 

The Head of the Wine Show committee, James Godfrey, said the August wine show date proved very successful. 
Scheduling the wine show soon after the Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards provided a focus for Tasmania’s food and 
wine reputation.  

Four days of judging involved more than 500 white wine entries, with 2017 Chardonnays representing the single 
largest category of white wine entered. More than 920 reds were entered with the highest proportion coming from 
the 2016 Shiraz vintage.  

A total of 128 Pinot Noirs competed for the Gravitas Energy sponsored prize of a trip for two to Paris. Two new   
categories this year were Rose and Pinot Noir of Provenance. 

The judging panel comprised experts from Tasmania, South Australia, NSW, Victoria, and Western Australia. There 
were three Tasmanian judges and three of four Associate judges were also Tasmanian.  

 

 

Page 1 The Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania  Page 9 

Major Sponsor, Roman Voloshin from Gravitas Energy, presenting the Best Pinot Trophy and return 
trip for  two to Paris to Hardy’s for their HRB Pinot Noir 



 

 

The Tasmania Award  
Recognising an individual who has made an exceptional contribution to the Tasmanian Wine Industry 

 
The award was established by the RAST back in 
2011 to recognise an individual who has, in the 
opinion of the judging panel, made an exceptional 
contribution to the Tasmanian Wine Industry.  
Previous winners make for an illustrious alumnus 
of Tasmanian Wine innovators and contributors. 
 
Previous Winners include: 
 
Josef Chromy, John Avery, Fred Peacock, Julian 
Alcorso,  Frank Walker, Bill Geeves and Graeme 
Lynch. 
 
The 2018 Tasmania Award winner was Jeremy 
Dineen. 
 
Hand-picked by Josef Chromy to lead his namesake 
wine business, Chief Winemaker and General        
Manager Jeremy Dineen brings to the establishment 
extensive wine industry experience, having completed numerous vintages in Margaret River, McLaren Vale and 
Mitchelton in the Goulburn Valley. Born and bred in Tasmania, his intimate knowledge of Tasmanian viticulture 
and the complexities associated with contract winemaking was attained during 5 vintages at Hood Wines with as 
many as 38 vineyards under his care. 
 
Jeremy has 15 years of experience as a wine judge, including as a Panel Chair and Chairman of show including   
Royal Hobart Wine Show, Rutherglen Wine Show, Royal Perth Wine Show, Canberra International Riesling         
Challenge, Ballarat Wine Show, NSW Wine Show and Royal Sydney Wine Show. 
 
In recent years he has established a national profile as a highly respected wine maker winning many awards and a 
passionate advocate for Tasmanian Wines. 
 

2018 Gravitas Energy Vineyard of the Year 
Management, nutrition and disease control all impressed the judges when Jansz Parish Vineyard at Penna in the 
Coal River Valley won the 2018 Tasmanian Vineyard of the Year award.  

With some 60 hectares under vines, the vineyard is the southern base for the production of quality grapes for Jansz 
Tasmania sparkling wines, Parish Vineyard Riesling and Dalrymple wines. 

As well as being awarded Vineyard of the Year, Jansz Parish Vineyard won the Most Improved Category in a pro-
gram which for the first time was partnered with Wine Tasmania’s best practice management program, VinØ 

Originally established in 1999, the vineyard was acquired by the Hill-Smith Family in 2012, and has been expanded 
across a range of environments. It mainly grows Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. 

The Tasmanian Vineyard of the Year is an initiative of the Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania. It seeks to pro-
mote excellence in Tasmanian viticultural management as the foundation of quality wines. 

The program was sponsored in 2018 by Gravitas Energy in conjunction with Bennetts Petroleum, Geotas, Rabobank 
and Wine Tasmania. The judging panel comprised Paul Smart from Wine Tasmania, Fred Peacock representing the 
Tasmanian wine industry, and Frank Walker for the Royal Agricultural Society of Tasmania.  

As part of the Award, a Field Day was held at Jansz Parish Vineyard which attracted some 80 industry participants. 
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Jeremy Dineen receives the award from current and former 
Wine Show Chairs, John Ellis (right) and James Godfrey (left). 
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2018 Gravitas Energy Vineyard of the Year 

Jen Doyle,  Jansz Parish Vineyard, accepts the     
Bennetts Petroleum fuel voucher from Terry        

Bennett 

Jansz Parish Vineyard tour 

The Jansz Parish team with Frances & Simon Stewart who presented the Richard Langdon Trophy on behalf of 
Caroline Matterson Langdon 



 

 

Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards 
In 2018 the Royal Hobart Wine Show transitioned from its usual November 
date to August. This better aligned it with the Royal Hobart Fine Food 
Awards and at the same time overcame a clash in the wine calendar with the 
National Wine Show.  

The Food and Wine shows became virtually back-to-back events culminating 
with a joint awards evening that represented a celebration of Australian fine 
food and fine wines. 

The Fine Dine and Wine: Gold Medal Experience on August 18 attracted more than 200 people for an evening of 
awards, fine dining and award winning wines. 

This new alignment worked so well that the Society decided to make it permanent. 

Established 1996 the Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards are the oldest and most respected food awards program in 
Australia. 

Entries in 2018 came from all over the nation and Tasmanian food producers were highly competitive. Lauriston 
Grove Olive Oil, based at South Arm, took out Best Tasmanian Exhibit and Best in Show. Internationally accredited 
olive oil judge Shane Cummings described it as exceptional. 

Everything from salmon to kimchi was entered, including Pepperberry infused light soy sauce from Hobart; duck 
and pork salami from NSW; blackcurrant and salty licorice chocolate from Launceston, and Umami Clam Preserve 
from Yamba, NSW. 

Many of today’s experimental or exotic products become tomorrow’s must-have larder favourites; and the Fine 
Food Awards are a way of testing new foods against the judging panels’ palates. 

2018 saw new judging teams appointed, including internationally accredited judges in olive oil and teas and      
tisanes.   

Overall, there were 18 categories in the Awards, comprising 469 classes. Categories ranged from pre-prepared and          
pre-cooked meals, to meringues and dips.    Classes within each category are extensive and include, for instance, 
seven classes for milk and eight for yoghurt.  
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Pia Linardi & Tony Capce receiving the Richard Langdon Award for Best  
Exhibit in Show from RAST President, Mr Peter Spotswood 



 

 

Showground Motorhome Park 
 
It was another productive year for the Showground Motorhome Park. 

The busiest season ran from November 2018 to May 2019, and over the full 
year the Showground hosted 28,000 bed nights. Just over one tenth were      
children. 

A new booking system performed very well, and showed that during February 2019 the Motorhome Park hosted 
upwards of 5,000 adults and 300 children. This coincided with  the Wooden Boat Festival in Hobart, attracting many 
motorhomes, caravans, and backpackers to the city. 

The on-line booking system accounted for 21% of bookings over the course of the year, and 79% of bookings were 
taken over the phone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Market  
The market continued to hold its own in a competitive area. During the year, 
thousands of people visited the market to buy everything from plants to      
bric-a-brac. 

Bakers Café at the Sunday Market underwent an overhaul during the year. 
The market also continues to diversify into new areas. This year, a barber set 
up shop at the market, and may take up permanent residence at the        
Showground due to the levels of patronage.  

The Market remains an important income stream, enjoying a steady number of both stallholders and patrons 
throughout the year. 
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Venues and Tenants 
In the year under review, Showground tenancies were at an all-time high. 

Again demonstrating the versatility of assets at the Showground, new      tenancies 
included: 

 

 A boxing club tenancy in the CWA Pavilion 

 A band practice room expanded into a larger space 

 State Government bio security operations housed at the Showground 

 Higher activity levels in Administration Building training rooms  

 Day care for dogs 

 A production centre for the ABC comedy program Rosehaven.  

In addition, Billboards at the Showground provided increased income. There were increasing sales over the year 
and the Showground is looking at additional opportunities for digital billboards onsite. 

 

Events at the Showground 
 
The Showground experienced greater utilisation as an events hub during the year. Again it put on show its        
attributes as a highly flexible and versatile event destination, with activities ranging from weddings and work place 
training, to concerts and the Royal Hobart Show itself. Over the year, the Showground hosted: 
 

 A Cracker night which saw some 3,500 people in attendance 

 An auto trades day, as well as several other trade days 

 Several dog shows and other animal shows. 

 An electric vehicle expo 

 A well attended Gem Show  

 Festival of Strength which involved several 
strongmen competitions 
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Royal Hobart Show 2018  



 

 

 

Solar installation, Market Pavilion above & Brooker Pavilion below 



 

 

 

Royal Hobart Show 2018 
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